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Welcome to the Bucksmore Family!
As the Global Programme Director of Bucksmore Education, it is
my great pleasure to invite you to join us on one of our
programmes this summer. The global pandemic has taught us
that international education and global understanding is more
important than ever. Throughout the past few years,
Bucksmore Education has continued to develop academically
rigorous international education programmes targeted towards
driven and ambitious future global leaders. We look forward to
expanding our course offerings and widening the Bucksmore
community to new and exciting regions.
Bucksmore provides students with unique and invaluable opportunities for collaboration and
ingenuity. We aim to support each and every student towards achieving their personal, academic,
and professional goals. We are thrilled to be a part of the academic journeys of future global leaders
in business, politics, STEAM, and more. We welcome you to the ever-expanding Bucksmore
community and wish you all the best on your Bucksmore journey!

LS Lawrence
Leigh S Lawrence, MA (Yale), PhD (Cantab)
Global Programme Director
leigh.lawrence@bucksmore.com
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The Village School
Houston, USA • Ages 13-18

The Village School Houston is an elite college
preparatory boarding school in Texas. It is an
ideal setting for a summer school due to its stateof-the-art facilities, peaceful campus grounds, and
close proximity to exciting venues in the Houston
area. The moment you step on the school
grounds, you’ll feel like you’re on an elite
university campus.
The school offers modern classrooms and
facilities, such as art studios, laboratories, and
music rooms. It has superior sporting facilities
including a swimming pool, extensive gym, and
outdoor sporting fields such as tennis courts,
track and field, and a full size football field.

The Village School, Houston

Did you know?
The Village School's mascot is the
Vikings!
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The Village School
Houston, USA • Ages 13-18
Key Facts:
Location:
13051 Whittington Drive,
Houston,
TX 77077,
United States
Bedrooms:
Mix of twin and triple rooms
Separate male & female
accommodation
Bathrooms:
1 bathroom shared between 4-6
students
Social Space:
Each flat has its own shared study
area, and each floor has large
common areas
Facilities:
Swimming pool, modern
laboratories, art studio and
auditorium
Internet:
Wi-Fi available throughout campus
Security:
No key deposit. Electronic fob
access only. Exclusive use of private
boarding houses.
Airports:
George Bush Intercontinental
(IAH) 45 mins
Hobby (HOU) 45 mins
What to Pack:
Linen provided, towels not provided
Laundry:
Laundry available free-of-charge
Meals:
All meals included. Packed lunch on
excursion days

Did you know?
The Village School inhabits
over 28 acres in a
residential area of West
Houston. The campus
consists of more than
200,000 square feet of
technologically advanced
facilities.

At Bucksmore I utilized my
English skills to debate with my
colleagues and lead my team
throughout the Program’s
weekly projects. Thanks to
Bucksmore, I gained leadership
and public speaking skills.
GABRIEL,
BRAZIL
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The Village School
Houston, USA • Ages 13-18
Accommodation:
Accommodation is centrally located on-site. The Village
School has modern and spacious bedrooms and shared
student spaces for socialising or relaxing. Dormitories are
conveniently located close to school facilities.
Student suites have four bedrooms and two bathrooms
with a shared study area in each. Large common areas
have kitchens, laundry, and outdoor living areas
including an outdoor grill for BBQs.

Transfers:
Bucksmore offers a free airport transfer service for all
students at The Village School Houston arriving and/or
departing between 10:00-20:00 at:
• George Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH)
• Hobby Airport (HOU)
Students requesting private transfers outside of these
destinations and times will be subject to additional
charges.

Laundry:
Laundry is free and available on-site. Students must load
and empty the laundry machines themselves (with
Bucksmore staff guidance), though laundry detergent
will be provided by Bucksmore.

Sport Facilities:
The state-of-the-art 46,000 square foot athletic center
includes a Vikings athletic gymnasium with a full size
collegiate regulation main court and two high school
regulation cross courts as well as a natatorium with a 25yard competition pool. Sports at The Village School
Houston include football, tennis, lacrosse, swimming,
basketball, soccer, track and field, golf, volleyball, and
more!

Common Areas:
Outside of class time, students will lounge in the spacious
common areas throughout the school. The large
common spaces on each floor allow for flexible use, such
as studying and relaxing, and have Wi-Fi among other
amenities. Each floor offers a kitchen, vending area and
washer-dryers for student use. The outside courtyard
features a grill station/outdoor kitchen and entertaining
area.
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Young Change Makers

Challenging leadership development course • Ages 13-18
Key Facts:
Dates:
11 July - 24 July
Age range:
13-18
Hours per week:
28 hours of tuition per week
Class size:
Maximum class size of 11 students
Weekly excursions:
Three half-day excursions per week
Merchandise:
Bucksmore branded backpack, water
bottle, lanyard & student card for all
students
Cohort size:
Between 30-50 students (expected)
Certificate:
All students receive a personalised
certificate & report card upon
graduation

Young Change Makers receive a variety of teaching styles, including theory lessons, practical
sessions and group project work. Three half-day excursions are also provided each week, including
cultural immersion in downtown Houston, a Learning-in-Action excursion, and Community Service
Learning. Excursion destinations relate to the Sustainable Development Goal of the week, providing
students with an opportunity to take learning outside the classroom.

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Arrivals

Introduction
to SDGs

Excursion:
Cultural
Immersion

Group
Lecture &
Small Group
Breakout

Group
Lecture &
Small Group
Breakout

Excursion:
Community
Service
Learning

Group
Project
Preparation

Sports &
Games

Sports &
Games

Sports &
Games

Group Project
Preparation

Group Project
Preparation

Group Project
Preparation

University
Masterclass

University
Masterclass

University
Masterclass

Game Night

Movie Night

Casino Night

Welcome
Ceremony &
Keynote
Speaker

Welcome
Games &
BBQ
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Excursion:
Learning-inAction

Movie Night

Careers
Panel
Group
Project
Preparation

Quiz Night

Graduation
&
Closing
Ceremony

Graduation
Party
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Young Change Makers

Challenging leadership development course • Ages 13-18

Week 1: Goal 13

Week 2: Goal 16

Course Syllabus • The Sustainable Development Goals
Each week of Young Change Makers centers on a theme from the United Nations' Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Week 1 (11-17 July) focuses on Climate Action; Week 2 (18-24 July) focuses on Peace, Justice, and
Strong Institutions. Throughout both weeks, students will explore different topics related to the central
theme. They will engage with diverse trains of thought, develop intellectual maturity, and apply their gained
knowledge in an action-driven global project. Given the changing global political climate, it is imperative
that our future leaders – the students of today – build strong leadership skills and rounded knowledge.

What?
The Sustainable Development Goals provide a shared framework for achieving peace and prosperity across
the world. Adopted in 2015 by all United Nations member states, the 17 SDGs cover specific goals pertaining
to the overall welfare, progress, and equity of human society. The ultimate aim is to recognise that each
individual SDG must be achieved in tandem with the others in order to create an ideal world for all.

Why?
The SDGs are a great platform for students to develop and demonstrate their leadership skills. Not only are
these topics increasingly important to teenagers and society worldwide, but future leaders need to be aware
of these pressing issues which have increased importance in the current global climate.

Who?
This course suits motivated and conscientious students who already have a sound understanding of
English language and are keen to develop skills such as leadership, confidence, critical thinking, and
intellectual maturity. Students will engage with global issues and explore how they can make a positive
change in their own communities and the world.

Academic Information:
The Young Change Makers programme aims to:
Challenge students to think critically about global issues on small and large scales
Explore real-life problems through action-oriented projects, lectures, and tasks
Develop key 21st century skills such as leadership, integrity, communication, collaboration, creativity
and a global mindset.
Inspire social responsibility and passion for change by raising awareness of global issues within the
SDGs.
Put leadership skills into action through Learning-in-Action and Community Service Learning activities
Explore sustainable change and progress through theoretical and practical lessons
Gain confidence in research, critical thinking, negotiation and presentation skills.
Build stronger English proficiency for academic and professional purposes.
Young Change Makers • Houston, USA

7

Young Change Makers

Challenging leadership development course • Ages 13-18

Young Change Makers Learning Techniques
Interactive Lectures
Engage students in short group tasks
and lecturer Q&A

Case Studies
Students are actively engaged,
analysing real-life material to
develop research, problem solving
and presentation skills

Group Projects

Centred around current world events
to offer the opportunity to put
leadership, collaboration and
communication into action

Workshops
Used to develop negotiation,
public speaking, leadership, time
management and project
management skills

Theory Lessons
Lessons created to develop
specific subject knowledge,
delivered in small classes of
up to 11 students

Applied Learning
Students take learning outside of the
classroom on Learning-in-Action and
Community Service Learning
excursions, which demonstrate reallife examples of theoretical knowledge.

Theory Lessons
Theory lessons are uniquely designed to complement the weekly project. Theory lessons are revised each
year and newly created to represent current events centred round the theme of the week. For 2022, basing
the themes on the SDGs enables students to develop awareness of current issues and how to make a
meaningful difference.
For example, a typical ‘Quality Education’ week theory lessons covers topics such as: an introduction to
SDGs, how education can transform the world, inclusive education, the power of the curriculum and reimagining education.

Interactive Lectures & Small-Group Breakout
Taught in a large-group style, interactive lectures bring university-style teaching to the programme.
Lectures are carefully constructed to benefit and correspond to the students’ project for the week and
reflect current events centred around the weekly theme.
Lectures are complemented with small-group breakout sessions, which allow students to discuss lecture
content amongst peers and Tutors. Breakout sessions encourage unique trains of thought, interactive
discussions, and interdisciplinary and non-linear thinking.

Group Projects
A hallmark of the programme is a group project. Students will be arranged in small groups and work on a
project that relates to the SDG theme throughout the course of the week. Students take initiative in project
research, design, presentation, and delegation of roles. Tutors guide and assist students throughout their
project.
Project sessions promote learner autonomy, teamwork and cross-cultural interaction where students are
required to manage themselves and collaborate as a team. Student strengths and ambitions are realised
throughout the project; the project presentations are a testament to this.
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Young Change Makers

Challenging leadership development course • Ages 13-18

University Masterclasses
In addition to university-style teaching,
students will engage in targeted
Masterclasses to help them achieve
their
future
university
goals.
Masterclasses
provide
first-hand
insight into the university application
process, admissions interview, essay
structure, and more. Tutors, many of
whom are current students or recent
graduates of top UK and US
universities, will lead Masterclasses
and
share
their
insight
and
experiences.

Careers Panel
Students will learn from a diverse
range of leaders in the community
through an interactive Careers Panel.
Students will explore different career
paths as well as key 21st century
competencies necessary to succeed in
today's rapidly changing work
environment.

Socials & Activities

The Village School outdoor sports pitch

Work hard, play hard! Throughout the schedule, students will have ample opportunities to make friends,
utilise The Village School's top-notch sports facilities, and relax outside of class time. Both day and boarding
students will enjoy sports, games, and free time, while boarding students will have full social programming in
the evenings, including activities such as Games Night, Quiz Night, Movie Night, and Casino Night.
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Young Change Makers

Challenging leadership development course • Ages 13-18
Cultural Immersion Excursions
Students will explore the dynamic city of Houston through a variety of different excursions. Cultural excursions are a
relaxed way for students to visit famous landmarks and attractions with the whole group. Sample destinations include:

Downtown Houston

NASA Space Center Houston

This bustling area of Houston is home to the business hub of
Houston. Students will also get to discover the underground
tunnels that connect 95 blocks and expands over 6 miles
under the Houston Downtown streets!

With the world's largest collection of spacesuits and moon rocks
on display, the Space Center has more than 400 things to see
and do!

Learning in Action & Community Service Learning
Learning-in-Action & Community Service
Learning are academic co-curricular trips
that take learning outside the classroom.
Students will visit destinations within
greater Houston that provide real-life
experiences relating to the weekly SDG
theme. Community Service Learning
activities encourage students to think
critically about local and global problems
and take meaningful action to foster
positive change in the greater Houston
community. Students will also learn how to
convey their volunteering experiences on
paper and through interviews, such as on
their university applications. Example
Learning in Action & Community Service
Learning destinations include:
Habitat for Humanity Houston
Hermann Park Conservatory
City of Houston Health and Human
Services
Plant it Forward Farms
Houston Food Bank
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center

Young Change Makers • Houston, USA

12

Reserve your spot today
&

develop key skills to succeed in your future career!
Apply at
www.bucksmore.com/USA
Follow us
@bucksmore

/bucksmore
/bucksmoresummer

Contact us
info@bucksmore.com
+44 (0) 2083 128 060

Bucksmore Education:
4th Floor Nova South,
160 Victoria Street,
London,
SW1E 5LB,
United Kingdom

Awards &
Accreditations

www.bucksmore.com

